
Enduring Principles
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impact on the world and individual lives of our citizens, it is 
worth reflecting on the fundamental principles that made 
this achievement possible. In some ways, the founding 
of Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) in 1939 
parallels the independent spirit and commitment to self-
determination that defined the spirit of ’76.

Nearly every notable accomplishment in human history 
begins with the concept of independence. Whether it is the 
political freedom to choose our laws, the scientific freedom to 

challenge old ideas and pursue endless discovery, or the economic freedom to 
innovate, progress begins with independent thinking. The founding members 
of Somerset REC embodied that spirit. As self-reliant farmers and business 
owners, they embraced the challenge of building a new electric system and 
creating an organization to govern it.

Some members still remember when electric lines first reached their homes, 
so it is not difficult for them to remember a time before the cooperative existed. 
I find it fascinating that the cooperative’s 87-year history spans more than one-
third of our nation’s existence, yet it is nearly impossible for me to imagine a 
time before our country was founded.

Like our nation’s Founding Fathers, those who organized this and other 
electric cooperatives could only dream of the advances that would become 
commonplace in 2026. While our day-to-day work has changed dramatically 
over the years, I believe they would be proud that this organization has re-
mained independent and true to its core mission of providing safe, reliable, and 
affordable electricity to our members.

The Declaration of Independence famously concludes with the statement, 
“We mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred 
Honor.” That seemingly contradictory idea — of banding together to be 
independent — is also fundamental to a cooperative.

Every Somerset REC member plays a role in the operational and financial 
success of the cooperative, and each member has one vote in its governance. 
None of us could achieve these results alone. As each member fulfills their 
individual roles, the best interests of the whole membership are served.

This works at Somerset REC and nationally because we stay true to our 
guiding principles. For electric cooperatives, these are called the Seven 
Cooperative Principles, and they serve as our founding documents. Some 
principles were once declared to be “self-evident,” but all of us benefit from 
remembering that we share responsibility for preserving them. 

I hope your Independence Day celebrations include time to reflect on the 
ideas and foundations of this country. As always, please call or stop by if you 
have any suggestions about the operation of the cooperative or ideas for how 
we can continue honoring the spirit of ’39. 

RUSTON OGBURN
GENERAL MANAGER
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Is Your Name on This List? If So, 
You May be Entitled to Unclaimed Capital Credits
S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E  ( R E C )  S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E  ( R E C )  

is publishing a list of members who are entitled to 
unclaimed capital credits. If you see your name or have 
information on how to locate someone on the list, please 
call 814-445-4106 or 800-443-4255 and speak with a 
member services representative. You can also email 
service@somersetrec.com. 

Capital credits represent each consumer-member’s 
investment in their cooperative. Instead of profits sent to 
stockholders in far-away places, the cooperative business 
model means those dollars stay in the communities served 
by Somerset REC. Some capital checks were recently 

returned by the post office as undeliverable. These checks 
were part of the retirement mailing in December 2025 for 
capital credits earned in late 1999 and early 2000. 

With your help, we can locate those listed and re-issue 
their checks. The names listed are not current cooperative 
members, and some may be deceased. If a member is 
deceased, the heir may contact the cooperative to provide 
the additional information needed to process the check. 
Since these members no longer receive a copy of Penn 
Lines, we hope you are still in contact with your past 
neighbor, family member or friend to let them know we 
owe them money. 

A
WARREN & PATSY ALLEN
BELTSVILLE, MD
SUSAN M ALTOBELLI
DOVER, PA
JOSEPH A ANGELO
EDINBURG, PA
ELWOOD ANSELL
SOMERSET, PA
KELLY ANTHONY & CHARLES HENRY
ROCKWOOD, PA
B
GUY P BAER
MEYERSDALE, PA
MOLLY BAKER
BERLIN, PA
JOHN P BALINT
STOYSTOWN, PA
KEYSTONE FINANCIAL BANK
OAKLAND, MD
PEOPLES BANK
JENNERSTOWN, PA
EDWARD BARRON
SOMERSET, PA
JEROME & MARILYN A BARTLEY
CARMICHAELS, PA
JAMES BATOVE
WASHINGTON, PA
DEAN R BECK & MRS DEAN BECK
ROCKWOOD, PA
DONNA BEIDEL
FAIRHOPE, PA
CHARLES BELL
INDIANOLA, PA
EDWARD BENTZ
GRINDSTONE, PA
THOMAS BERKLEY
MELBOURNE, FL
STEPHEN & MARAGRET BICIOCCHI
AURORA, OH
LAWRENCE & JO-DEE BILLY
MEYERSDALE, PA
CHARLENE BITTINGER
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
TAMMY S BITTNER
SOMERSET, PA
JACK KATHLEEN BLADES
KILL DEVIL HL, NC
LORIE BLAZER
SOMERSET, PA
MARLIN L BLOUGH
BOSWELL, PA
NANCY J BONADIO
TITUSVILLE, FL
CALLIMONT BORO
MEYERSDALE, PA
STEPHEN & TAWNI BOUCH
RIDGELEY, WV

DOROTHY BOWERS
CONFLUENCE, PA
DOROTHY M BOYER
STOYSTOWN, PA
JEROME BRAIDIC
WEXFORD, PA
ALTON W BRICK
CENTRAL CITY, PA
CLEO BROUGHER
SOMERSET, PA
TAMMY BROWN
TYRONE, PA
WILLARD BUCHANAN
ROCKWOOD, PA
C
CARBEX
JENNERSTOWN, PA
JEWELL A CAREY
CENTRAL CITY, PA
MICHAEL E CASLOW
ACCIDENT, MD
JAMES T CLEMONS
GAITHERSBURG, MD
BARBARA CLITES
SALISBURY, PA
CHARLES & LINDA COLE
TURTLE CREEK, PA
PATRICIA CONKEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
KATHY CORBETT
SOMERSET, PA
WILLIAM E CORNELL
BELLE VERNON, PA
AMERICAN TOWER CORP
ATLANTA, GA
SECON CORP.
PITTSBURGH, PA
SPRINT CORPORATION
COLUMBUS, OH
JAMES P CORTAZZO
WILMERDING, PA
DONALD E COTTRILL
MCMURRAY, PA
LINDA CRABILL
EARLEVILLE, MD
BETH CREEGAN
STOYSTOWN, PA
LINDA R CRIVARO
JOHNSTOWN, PA
JANE SCHROCK & S CRONER
LEWISBURG, PA
J D CROWLEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
SHERON CUSTER
SOMERSET, PA
BARBARA CUSTER
FRIEDENS, PA

D
ANDRE H DAUPHINAIS
MEYERSDALE, PA
DWIGHT DEETER
FAIRHOPE, PA
CAROLE DEFRANCISCO
FAIRCHANCE, PA
ROBERT D DELAWDER
MEYERSDALE, PA
JOSEPH DEMES
ROCKWOOD, PA
STONYCREEK VALLEY DEVP
FRIEDENS, PA
ADRIAN L DEWITT
PUNTA GORDA, FL
DORSEY H DICK
WAYNESBORO, PA
WILLIAM DICKINSON
RICHEYVILLE, PA
MAE DIEHL
FAIRHOPE, PA
LORI M DILLEY
TERRA ALTA, WV
DONALD & JEANNE DOYLE
PENN HILLS, PA
CARISA DRABISH
SEBASTIAN, FL
LARRY J DREES
MT PLEASANT, SC
VICKI DUCKWORTH
FROSTBURG, MD
DEBRA DUPONT
ROCKWOOD, PA
E
JOHN R EICHER
EVERSON, PA
NASSER & LEANA EMAMI
WINTERSVILLE, OH
LARRY D EMERICK
FAIRHOPE, PA
JOHN E EMERICK
BOSWELL, PA
GORDON T ENTWISTLE
ALLISON PARK, PA
F
IAN FALLON
PITTSBURGH, PA
WILLIAM J FARBER
BERLIN, PA
RICHARD G FEDUSKA
CENTER VALLEY, PA
DOLORES E FERRERO
CLAIRTON, PA
JANET D FLEEGLE
SOMERSET, PA
JOAN FOUST
SOMERSET, PA
JUDY A FRAME
MORGANTOWN, WV

LESLIE FRAMPTON
FRIEDENS, PA
RUTH E FRAZEE
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
HAZEL J FRIEND
PITTSBURGH, PA
WADE FYOCK
STOYSTOWN, PA
G
STEVE GANCHUK
GLASSPORT, PA
RICHARD K GARVIN
SCOTTDALE, PA
EDWARD C GAUSSA
PITTSBURGH, PA
JAMES M GENSTEIN
PITTSBURGH, PA
KELLEE GEORGE
CAMBRIDGE, OH
IRENE GERHARD
ROCKWOOD, PA
JULIUS & CHRISTINE GERLICH
LYNCHBURG, VA
JAMES G GIANNETTA
PITTSBURGH, PA
CHARLES GIFFEN
NEW KENSINGTON, PA
GENEVA B GLASS
ADDISON, PA
WHITNEY GLESSNER
BOSWELL, PA
RAYMOND R GOVERN
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
DARLENE M GRABILL
MCKEESPORT, PA
GLADYS GRENKE
FAIRHOPE, PA
DAVID GROUSOSKY
ALIQUIPPA, PA
ARTHUR & DONNA GUY
CLARKSVILLE, PA
GERALD & BONNIE GUZ
GREENSBURG, PA
H
RONALD A HAMPE
SALISBURY, PA
ANTOINETT HANIK
BOSWELL, PA
JAMES & HELEN HARLIN
WINDBER, PA
CATHY J HARRIS
CONFLUENCE, PA
ROBERT HAWK
LEECHBURG, PA
JOHN E HAY
MARKLETON, PA
MATTHEW W HAYMAN
BERLIN, PA
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JEROME HEGEDUS
RUFFS DALE, PA
BRADEN & SUSAN HEIDER
BOSWELL, PA
ERICA J HENRY
STOYSTOWN, PA
NEVIN R HERSCH
MEYERSDALE, PA
ROBERT HERSHBERGER
BOSWELL, PA
DENISE A HETRICK
SOMERSET, PA
WILLIAM HICKEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
RUSSELL P HILL
WILLIAMSBURG, VA
ELMER & ETHELREDA HOLZINGER
PITTSBURGH, PA
MATTHEW & SUSAN HORWATT
NORMALVILLE, PA
PAUL HOUSE & C MITCHELL
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
RONALD F HOYLE
SOMERSET, PA
STEVEN E HUFFMAN
HYNDMAN, PA
KRIS HUTCHINGS
VERONA, PA
DAVID E WALKER II
LIVERPOOL, PA
YOUGH BOAT CLUB INC
ADDISON, PA
TREVDECK CONST CO INC
HOLLSOPPLE, PA
BERLIN HOMES INC
BERLIN, PA
J
SHARON JAROSYK
HOLLSOPPLE, PA
PHILIP JARVIS
COLUMBUS, OH
MARK C JOHNSON
VERONA, PA
ANN L JONES
GRANTSVILLE, MD
HAROLD & PATRICIA JONES
BRUNSWICK, OH
CHARLES SMITH JR
ROCKWOOD, PA
JAMES L HOGUE JR
SIDMAN, PA
HENRY R MILLER JR
SAXONBURG, PA
HAROLD D HEINLEIN JR & 
SANDRA L HEINLEIN
CLAYTON, NC
ROBERT G VALENTINE JR & 
TERESA E VALENTINE
POINCIANA, FL
ARTHUR B MACE JR
MCCLELLANDTOWN, PA
CHARLES E FRYE JR
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
WARREN H SHAFFER JR
HOOVERSVILLE, PA
JERRY W HILL JR
ABERDEEN, MD
JOSEPH M BUCKS JR
HEBRON, KY
K
THOMAS KELLER
ROCKWOOD, PA
DALE KERSCHENSTEINER
MEYERSDALE, PA
GENEVIEVE KING & 
NICKI BURNSWORTH
MILL RUN, PA
BONNIE L KINSEY
MINERAL POINT, PA
JUDY KITA
PLEASANT UNITY, PA
HEIDI L KLAHRE
JOHNSTOWN, PA
CAROL A KLINK
MEYERSDALE, PA
ROYAL KNEPPER
MARKLETON, PA

JOSEPH KOHLER
JOHNSTOWN, PA
JOHN KREBS
CHAMBERSBURG, PA
L
MELANIE LAKE
BERLIN, PA
HAZEL F LANDIS
CENTRAL CITY, PA
DONALD & LOIS LASURE
FAIRHOPE, PA
ANTHONY LAZZARI
NEW EAGLE, PA
HAROLD LEONARD
NORMALVILLE, PA
RUTH LEPLEY
MEYERSDALE, PA
DAVID LEPLEY
KANTNER, PA
WILLIAM & GRETA LEPSCH
PHILIPPI, WV
ELIZABETH LEWANDOWSKI
GREENSBURG, PA
DAVID S LHOTA
SOMERSET, PA
L DOUGLAS & MICHELLE LIOON
PITTSBURGH, PA
HARRY & DEBRA LOCKARD
JOHNSTOWN, PA
GREG LOHR
DANDRIDGE, TN
ALLEN & STACEY LONG
SOMERSET, PA
DENNIS LOUGHRAN
WABASSO, FL
BARBARA LOVRENCIC
CAIRNBROOK, PA
GASTON LUMBER
ROCHESTER MILLS, PA
M
WALTER P MACKAY
FROSTBURG, MD
MICHAEL MADDY
CAIRNBROOK, PA
ANGEL MADER
JOHNSTOWN, PA
JOHN & RANDY MALLOY
LATROBE, PA
JONNET REAL ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT
MONROEVILLE, PA
DAVID L MANKAMYER
TAMPA, FL
DENNIS R MARKFERDING
MURRELLS INLET, SC
JULIUS & MARGIT MARKOS
HUMMELSTOWN, PA
BRENDA L MARTZ
HYNDMAN, PA
CHRISTIAN MASSETTI
MOUNT WASHINGTON, PA
LORI A MAUST
SALISBURY, PA
JOHN C MAYEUX
RILEYVILLE, VA
KENNETH C MCCLOSKEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
RANDALL & JOYCE MCDONALD
MCKEESPORT, PA
ANN MCLANE
BUFFALO MILLS, PA
MARK MCQUILLEN
MORGAN, PA
ROBERT A METHENY
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
SCOTT A MILEY
WHITE HALL, MD
JEAN A MILKO
PITTSBURGH, PA
DALE E MILLER
BERLIN, PA
KIM O MILLER & LESLIE A NOLAND
MEYERSDALE, PA
CLARENCE W MILLER
DAVIDSVILLE, PA
KILEEN MILLER
FRIENDSVILLE, MD

KIMBERLY M MILLER
JOHNSTOWN, PA
MICHAEL & NANCY MINTON
PITTSBURGH, PA
GREGORY MOCK
JENNERS, PA
CAROLL L MONTGOMERY
ATLANTIC CITY, NJ
GERALD & KATHLEEN MOON
GATLINBURG, TN
DOROTHY MOORE
FAIRHOPE, PA
SHIELDA MOORE
BELLMAWR, NJ
LEWIS MORRISON
ROCKWOOD, PA
KELLY MULLEN
STOYSTOWN, PA
JOHN O MURRAY
ATOKA, TN
LINDA MUZIA
STOYSTOWN, PA
N
DAVID A NICHOLSON
SOMERSET, PA
CLIFFORD & MARTHA NICKLOW
MEYERSDALE, PA
WILLIAM J NICOLA
URSINA, PA
O
DANNY & KAREN OGLINE
ROCKWOOD, PA
GARY & DEBBIE OGLINE
MARKLETON, PA
ALMA OHLER
GRAND JUNCTION, CO
MARLIN & RUTH OTT
DAVIDSVILLE, PA
PATRICIA OWENS
STOYSTOWN, PA
P
ALFRED & DARLENE PELKEY
FINLEYVILLE, PA
JOHN W PERRY
CONYERS, GA
PETER D PETROFF
CALIFORNIA, PA
RAY & ESTHER PHILLIPPI
SOMERSET, PA
MILTON PHILLIPPI
ROCKWOOD, PA
KATHY PINTO
BETHEL PARK, PA
DOLLY PORTERFIELD
HOPWOOD, PA
DARLA J POTTER
SOMERSET, PA
NANCY PRENDERGAST
ANNAPOLIS, MD
LUANNE L PRITTS
ROCKWOOD, PA
EAGLE CONCRETE PRODUCTS
SOMERSET, PA
R
GEORGE & REGINA RAFTIS
PITTSBURGH, PA
RONALD L REID
SOMERSET, PA
DANNY E RHODES
JACKSONVILLE, FL
JAMES & NANCY RHYNER
CONOVER, NC
STEVEN W RICHARDS
OAKLAND, MD
B D RICHMAN
CHAGRIN FALLS, OH
JORY D RICHMAN
SEWICKLEY, PA
ROBERT J ROCKWELL
ELIZABETH, PA
RICHARD W ROELL
PITTSBURGH, PA
PATRICIA R ROONEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
JOHN R ROSSON
TAUNTON, MA

S
JACK & CATHERINE SANNER
SARVER, PA
ARLEN R SANNER
CONNELLSVILLE, PA
DWIGHT SARVER
YOUNGWOOD, PA
HAZEL SAYLOR
BERLIN, PA
LARRY D SCHARTIGER
CONFLUENCE, PA
STEVEN & KIMBERLY SCHMUCK
MASONTOWN, PA
LORIE SECHLER
FORT HILL, PA
ROBERT G SHAFFER
ALTOONA, PA
DAVID SHAFFER
SOMERSET, PA
JOHN L SHAUGNESSY
FINLEYVILLE, PA
ADAM M SHAWLEY
SOMERSET, PA
BESSIE J SHROYER
NORMALVILLE, PA
KENNETH SHROYER
MILL RUN, PA
JACK G SINES
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
MICHAEL SLEASMAN & 
DENISE MCCUSKER
SOMERSET, PA
SEAN & MELISSA SMOOT
BRUCETON MILLS, WV
GERALDINE SNYDER
SOMERSET, PA
HENRY SOBIESKI
CENTRAL CITY, PA
DAVID M SOLVEY
BOLIVAR, OH
GEORGE J SORNA
CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP, PA
JOHN SOROKA
MCKEES ROCKS, PA
SHIRLEY SOWERBROWER
SEMINOLE, FL
SCOTT & DIANE SPADAFORE
LIBRARY, PA
ANDREW J PLUTA SR
STOYSTOWN, PA
HAROLD STEIN
PITTSBURGH, PA
LONNY G STILLEY
FINLEYVILLE, PA
ROBERT STIRONE
MONROEVILLE, PA
PAUL & LINDA STRENG
MEYERSDALE, PA
DAVID & CYNTHIA SUNSERI
PITTSBURGH, PA
BOB & NANCY SUTTON
DUNCANSVILLE, PA
CAROL SWANK
APOLLO, PA
T
MELISSA TANNEHILL
MARKLETON, PA
SHARON TAYLOR
PASADENA, MD
RICHARD & LABINDA THOMAS
CONFLUENCE, PA
JOSEPH C THOMAS
PORTLAND, TX
DEVIN & BRENDA TINKEY
SOMERSET, PA
JEFFREY TRAVIS
HARPERS FERRY, WV
ALLEN E TUBBS
OXFORD, PA
CHRISTOPHER C TWIGG
CUMBERLAND, MD
ROBERT H TYRRELL
WOODBRIDGE, VA
U
EMMA R UPHOLD
FREDERICK, MD

S O M E R S E T  R E C   •   J U L Y  2 0 2 6   •   P E N N L I N E S 16C



V
JOSEPH S VANNOSDELN
CONNELLSVILLE, PA
JOHN & DIANE VENTURA
ROSCOE, PA
PAUL E VINOSKI
VANDERBILT, PA
W
RONALD E WAGGONER
BOSWELL, PA
ROBERT & ADRIENNE WAGNER
GRAND PRAIRIE, TX
CHRISTOPHER V WALERYSIAK 
WINDBER, PA
BETH A WALKER
LEESBURG, VA
F GAREY WALLACE
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
EMMA B WALTER
BOSWELL, PA
RICHARD & KATHY WAWRZYNIAK
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
DONALD M WEIMER
CONFLUENCE, PA
TIMOTHY J WELLS
PORT SAINT LUCIE, FL
WILLIAM R WEST
LATROBE, PA
KAY WESTERFELD
ENGLEWOOD, FL
KERI A WHITE
JOHNSTOWN, PA
ANGELA WILEY
GARRETT, PA
HARRY J WILKINSON
ROSCOE, PA
BETTY B WILLIAMS
PITTSBURGH, PA
GARTH K WILSON
LINESVILLE, PA
WANDA WILSON
SIPESVILLE, PA
ERIK WILT
KINGSPORT, TN
SUSAN WOODS
CONFLUENCE, PA
A-1 AUTO WRECKERS
STOYSTOWN, PA
Y
DOUGLAS G YENCHO & 
VERONICA LAMB
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
JOSEPH & JODY YUNETZ
LATROBE, PA
Z
LARRY ZUCKETT
CANTON, MI

Jacob Knopsnyder Joins 
Somerset REC Right-of-Way Crew
S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E  ( R E C )  S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E  ( R E C )  is 
pleased to welcome Jacob Knopsnyder, who joined the 
crew on March 30.

Jacob is no stranger to Somerset REC, having previously 
worked as a summer right-of-way intern. After his 
internship, he gained valuable hands-on experience 
working full-time in the diesel fabrication and wind 
energy industries with Blue Diesel Co. In this role, he 
diagnosed, repaired and maintained a wide range of heavy 
equipment.

He expanded his skillset at B&T Fabrication, where he 
performed welding, cutting and assembly work with various 
types of metals. Additionally, while working with B&T Wind, Jacob was responsible for 
inspecting and repairing windmill blades, nose cones and hub systems.

Jacob is a 2025 graduate of Berlin Brothersvalley High School and an active member of 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church. In his free time, he enjoys hunting, fishing and spending time 
outdoors.

“I am excited to see where my future with Somerset REC leads, and glad to be back,” 
Jacob says. 

Please join us in welcoming Jacob to the cooperative.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY TIP OF THE MONTH
Running multiple major appliances at the same time — like your dishwasher, laundry 
machine and oven — can spike energy demand and strain the grid, especially during 
peak hours (typically late afternoon to early evening). Instead of stacking appliance use, 
spread it out throughout the day or shift chores to off-peak hours when energy demand 
is lower. This not only helps improve overall efficiency but it can also reduce your 
energy costs. A simple habit change, like doing laundry in the morning and running the 
dishwasher overnight, can make a meaningful difference for both your wallet and energy 
reliability.

JACOB KNOPSNYDER
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