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COOPERATIVECONNECTION
Guest Column
Herbicide Application is an Important 
Part of Vegetation Management

A S  A PA RT O F  A A S  A PA RT O F  A regularly scheduled maintenance program, 
Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) clears vegetation from 
its rights of way approximately every seven years. We use tree 
trimming, tree removal, and mowing to clear non-compatible 
vegetation in and around utility resources. As a follow up to this 
maintenance, the cooperative selectively applies herbicides 
approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to target 
trees and shrubs that, if left to grow unchecked, could cause 
power outages.

Herbicide is applied to specific areas in our easement by trained, certified 
applicators. Plants absorb the herbicide through the leaf surface. The herbicide 
inhibits the growth of treated trees by disrupting their ability to process essential 
nutrients and water.

Herbicide applications help eliminate dense brush, which improves access to the 
cooperative’s facilities and reduces the time required to restore service following an 
outage. Also, decreasing the number of small trees in our rights of way allows grass, 
ferns, wildflowers and low-growing shrubs to thrive, providing an excellent habitat 
for wildlife.

Somerset REC is licensed by the state to apply herbicides, and the cooperative 
has several employees who are certified by the state Department of Agriculture as 
applicators. Our right-of-way contractors also have employees who hold applicator 
certifications. To be eligible for certification, a person must pass two written 
examinations (core and category) and be employed by a pesticide-application 
business. 

To maintain certification, applicators must attend training in core requirements 
and appropriate, category-specific topics. Applicators must earn six core credits 
and up to 10 category credits for each area in which the applicator is certified. 
Recertification credits are accumulated based on attendance at approved meetings 
and other training.

Every February for more than 30 years, Somerset REC has hosted an in-person 
Herbicide Applicator Update and Training program, featuring presentations by 
Penn State and industry specialists. Staff learns about personal protective gear, 
equipment maintenance, application techniques, industry updates and current 
regulations. The program is designed to provide credits for applicators and is 
approved by the Department of Agriculture.

Although the Herbicide Applicator Update and Training program is primarily for 
Somerset REC applicators, the cooperative opens it up to others who need credits. 
For more information, call 814-445-4106 or email tzorn@somersetrec.com. 

TAWNYA ZORN
OPERATIONS ASSISTANT

TAWNYA ZORN
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Is Your Name on This List? If So, You May be 
Entitled to Unclaimed Capital Credits
S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E  ( R E C )  S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E  ( R E C )  is pub-
lishing a list of members who are entitled to unclaimed 
capital credits. If you see your name or have information 
on how to locate someone on the list, please call 814-445-
4106 or toll-free 800-443-4255 and speak with a member 
services representative. You can also email service@
somersetrec.com. 

Capital credits represent each consumer-member’s 
investment in their cooperative. Instead of profits sent to 
stockholders in far-away places, the cooperative business 
model means those dollars stay in the communities 
served by Somerset REC. Some capital checks were 

recently returned by the post office as undeliverable. 
These checks were part of the retirement mailing in 
December 2024 for capital credits earned in 2000. 

With your help, we can locate those listed and re-issue 
their check. The names listed are not current cooperative 
members, and some may be deceased. If a member is 
deceased, the heir may contact the cooperative to provide 
the additional information needed to process the check. 
Since these members no longer receive a copy of Penn 
Lines, we hope you are still in contact with your past 
neighbor, family member or friend to let them know we 
owe them money. 

A
WADE L ALBRIGHT
MEYERSDALE, PA 
THOMAS V ANDERSON
PITTSBURGH, PA 
MAX W ANKNEY
SOMERSET, PA 
THOMAS ARNDT
ELYRIA, OH
G R ASHOFF
PITTSBURGH, PA 
PATRICIA A AUGUSTINE
FORT HILL, PA 
B
MARGARET BABYAK
MCKEESPORT, PA 
ROBERT BAER
SOMERSET, PA 
BETH C BAKER
BETHEL PARK, PA 
JOSEPH BARNA
MOORESVILLE, NC
GEORGE J BARNES
CENTRAL CITY, PA 
JEAN N BARRON
FRIEDENS, PA
ANGIE S BARTELS
SOMERSET, PA
MARK BATIE
FORT HILL, PA 
ROBERT T BATWINIS
ROCKVILLE, MD
GARY BAUMGARDNER
WINDBER, PA 
KENNETH BEAL
MEYERSDALE, PA 
LUTHER BERKEY
SOMERSET, PA
BERLIN HOMES INC
BERLIN, PA
RICHARD BERTOTY
IRWIN, PA
WILLIAM BIGLEY
SCOTTDALE, PA
ALLEN BITTNER
ROCKWOOD, PA 
MARLIN L BLOUGH
BOSWELL, PA
TIMOTHY C BLOUGH
BOSWELL, PA
JAMEE L BOOZER
STOYSTOWN, PA
MILES BORGO
PITTSBURGH, PA
ELMER M BOWMAN
MEYERSDALE, PA 
CHARLES F BOYER
BERLIN, PA 
NANCY BRANCH
PITTSBURGH, PA 
BRENDLE FARMS INC
SOMERSET, PA

WALTER BREWER
LATROBE, PA
CARL W BROWN
SOMERSET, PA
NORMAN BROWN III
MILL RUN, PA
BRUSHCREEK COUNTRY CLUB
YOUNGWOOD, PA 
EDWARD BURNETT
MCKEESPORT, PA
MARGARET A BURNS
PITTSBURGH, PA
LARRY E BURNWORTH
LEISENRING, PA
THOMAS E BURNWORTH
NEW EAGLE, PA
DENNIS J BURSKY
STOYSTOWN, PA 
KIM A BURTON
SOMERSET, PA
C
JOHN CALDWELL
GLENSHAW, PA
ROBERT A CALDWELL
NAPLES, FL
ANTHONY J CALETRI
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
GEORGE CASHMAN
GOLD CANYON, AZ
TERRY S CATALANO
UNIONTOWN, PA
TOM CAULFIELD
JOHNSTOWN, PA
CENTURY FARMS
MEYERSDALE, PA 
ROBERT F CERRETA JR
SALISBURY, PA 
JOSEPH V CESAITIS
MASON, OH
ROBERT E CESSNA
MEYERSDALE, PA
WENDELL CHARLES
UNIONTOWN, PA 
AVA CHARLTON
JENNERSTOWN, PA 
DAVID G CHERUP
MCMURRAY, PA 
LISA CLAYTON
SPRINGFIELD, VA
COLDWELL BANKER
GREENSBURG, PA
MICHAEL COMINSKY
WINDBER, PA 
ADRIAN CONN
FREEDOM, PA
MILES K COSTELLO JR
WEST CHESTER, PA 
TERRY L COUGHENOUR
SOMERSET, PA
DENISE CREAMER
FAIRHOPE, PA 

EARL CUMMINS
LAVALE, MD
ELIZABETH R CUSTER
SOMERSET, PA
GRACE A CUSTER
PORT SAINT LUCIE, FL
D
BERNADETTE DARBY
FRIEDENS, PA
JAMES DAYTON
WINDBER, PA 
IRIS DEAN
CONWAY, SC
JAMES J DEAN
MCMURRAY, PA
GREGORY DEANS
BOWLING GREEN, KY
LARRY DEARMITT
BERLIN, PA 
SUNIL B DEORAS
IRWIN, PA 
COLLEEN DEWITT
ACCIDENT, MD
TERRY DEWITT
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
RHONDA L DIBUONO
JOHNSTOWN, PA
JOHN R DICK
SOMERSET, PA
SHELA K DICK
KILL DEVIL HILLS, NC
JOHN M DILDINE
DUNLAP, TN
HEATH M DONALDSON
MILL RUN, PA
DOVE INCORP
JENNERSTOWN, PA
PAUL E DOWIS
INGLIS, FL
KARLA N DOYLE
LIMA, OH
MARK DUBLIN
HAGERSTOWN, MD
LYNDA M DUPRE-CROKER
LIGONIER, PA 
RICKY W DURST
STOYSTOWN, PA 
MICHAEL DUSSAULT
CORAL SPRINGS, FL
E
KATHY EDDY
OAKLAND, MD
JOHN H ELM
ROCKWOOD, PA
ESTEL D ELY
FINLEYVILLE, PA 
JOHN E EMERICK
BOSWELL, PA
TRAVIS J EMERT
CENTRAL CITY, PA 
PEARL M ENGLEKA
CENTRAL CITY, PA 

ADA M ENOS
SOMERSET, PA 
DALLAS T ENSCOE JR
PITTSBURGH, PA
F
MARYANN FANELLI
MCKEES ROCKS, PA
JOHN H FERKO
LIGONIER, PA
SAMUEL A FERNANDEZ
BADEN, PA
JOSEPHINE FETSKO
CENTRAL CITY, PA
JOHN FISHER
RONKONKOMA, NY
ROLAND R FISHER JR
SMITHFIELD, PA
SHIRLEY A FISHER
SMITHFIELD, PA
JANET D FLEEGLE
SOMERSET, PA
RICKY N FLICK
ROCKWOOD, PA
WILLIAM E FOCHTMAN
BERLIN, PA 
TODD FOSTER
MOUNT LEBANON, PA
FRANNIE’S ROADHOUSE REST
FORT HILL, PA
RUSSELL C FRAZEE
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
AMBER FRIEND
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
RICHARD E FRIEND
NEWTON, NC
CHARLES E FRYE JR
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
FUNNY FARM
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
G
BRYAN GARDNER
GRANTSVILLE, MD
PAUL GEISER
JOHNSTOWN, PA
THOMAS A GILCHRIST
BELLE VERNON, PA
ROBERT E GIPE
WINDBER, PA
JERRY W GNAGEY
MEYERSDALE, PA
JOHN GOLDEN
CUMBERLAND, MD
CALVIN D GOSS
JOHNSTOWN, PA
THOMAS GRAF JR
ANDERSON, SC
RICHARD GRIFFITH
SOMERSET, PA
WILLIAM W GUTHRIE
CLINTON, PA
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H
RONALD W HARDY
DUNBAR, PA
ROBERT HARNED
CONFLUENCE, PA
SUZANNE HAUSE
BOSWELL, PA 
EDWARD T HAYES
MCKNIGHT, PA
POLLY J HEETER
ALTOONA, PA
JEROME HEGEDUS
RUFFS DALE, PA 
JANE HEIPLE
SOMERSET, PA
MILDRED V HERSCH
MEYERSDALE, PA 
EDWARD L HETRICK
MEYERSDALE, PA
THERESA HILL
ROCKWOOD, PA 
WAYNE HITCHEN
WELLSVILLE, PA
DWAYNE HITTIE
BERLIN, PA
JOAN R HOFFMAN
BELLE VERNON, PA
WILLIAM A HOLMES
PITTSBURGH, PA
DAVID S HORNIG
MEYERSDALE, PA
RONALD F HOYLE
SOMERSET, PA
MICHAEL J HUGEL
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
BILLIJO HYATT
GARRETT, PA
RUDOLPH HYNEK
SMITHTON, PA 
RONALD IRWIN
MEYERSDALE, PA
J & L EQUIPMENT
STOYSTOWN, PA 
J SVONAVEC HAULING
SOMERSET, PA 
J
EDWARD JEW III
PITTSBURGH, PA 
BONNIE JOHNSON
SALISBURY, PA
CARL G JONES JR
ROCKWOOD, PA
K
TED KANTNER
ELIZABETH, PA 
WANDA KAUFFMAN
SOMERSET, PA
ELAINE KEANE
CUMBERLAND, MD
JOSEPH KIELIAN
PITTSBURGH, PA
KENNETH J KING
URSINA, PA
SHELDON C KING
ROCKWOOD, PA
STEVEN KLEJKA
SOMERSET, PA
DAIRY KLEJKA
MCKEESPORT, PA
RONALD G KLUDO JR
PITTSBURGH, PA
ROYAL KNEPPER
MARKLETON, PA
PATRICIA KNOPSNYDER
MARKLETON, PA 
JOHN KNORR
PITTSBURGH, PA
CRAIG W KOENIG
SOLON, OH
RICHARD M KONNAR
MONROEVILLE, PA
HIRA KOUL
PITTSBURGH, PA
MARK KUNF
MCKEESPORT, PA
LINDA KUTCH, N
VERSAILLES, PA 
RAY KUTZER
DELMONT, PA

L
JAMES R LANDIS
CENTRAL CITY, PA
BRIAN LARATONDA
HOLLIDAYSBURG, PA
KATHY LASKY
JOHNSTOWN, PA
KATHY LASURE
SOMERSET, PA
EUGENE LAYTON
WINDBER, PA 
DENNIS V LEASURE
BERLIN, PA 
INA G LECHMAN
BOYDS, MD
RAY G LEHMAN JR
JOHNSTOWN, PA 
PAUL LENHART
JEFFERSON, PA
MARK LEONBERGER
BERLIN, PA
CLYDE A LERI
NATRONA HEIGHTS, PA 
TINA LEVICK
PITTSBURGH, PA
LINC ASSET MGT
ORANGE, CA
TIM LIVENGOOD
SOMERSET, PA
NILS H LJUNGMAN
GREENSBURG, PA
LON LOHR
HOOVERSVILLE, PA 
VICTOR R LOVE
SOUTH PARK, PA
RODNEY G LOWDERMILK
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
MARIANNE LUCAS
CENTRAL CITY, PA 
M
LAWRENCE S MACE ESTATE
PITTSBURGH, PA
JODY MAIZE
ROCKWOOD, PA
JEROLD MANGES
LIGONIER, PA
JAY R MANGOLD
EXPORT, PA
DAVID L MANKAMYER
FRIEDENS, PA
DENNIS R MARKFERDING
CENTRAL CITY, PA
GEORGE M MARKOVIC
PITTSBURGH, PA 
MARK MARSULA
GREENSBURG, PA 
SUZANNE L MARTIN
SEWICKLEY, PA 
WILLIAM H MARTIN
YOUNGSTOWN, PA
GEORGE F MASON
SOMERSET, PA
EVAN MAUST
SALISBURY, PA
JAMES E MCBRIDE JR
PITTSBURGH, PA
MARTHA MCCAHILL
PITTSBURGH, PA 
KEVIN P MCCARTHY
PITTSBURGH, PA
KAREN L MCCLOSKEY
ALTOONA, PA
GEORGE MCCOLLUM
PITTSBURGH, PA 
MICHAEL MCELWAIN
PEORIA, AZ
DANIEL M MCGREEVY
GLENSHAW, PA 
KEVIN MCVAY
SCENERY HILL, PA
VIRGINIA M MELALIK 
VERSAILLES, PA
ESTHER G MELIA
CONFLUENCE, PA
WILLIAM A MERRILL III
BERLIN, PA
DONALD F MILLER
MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
DONALD W MILLER
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA

DAVID L MITCHELL
SOMERSET, PA
GREG A MITCHELL
BLAIRSVILLE, PA
EARLENE MOATS
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
RITA MOHNEY
CONFLUENCE, PA
CAROLL L MONTGOMERY
SOMERSET, PA
GEORGE A MONTGOMERY JR
FRIEDENS, PA
JACOB T MOORE
SOMERSET, PA
KRISTIAN MOORE
WALTERSBURG, PA
MICHELE L MOORE
MEYERSDALE, PA
MT RUN AUTOMOTIVE
CUMBERLAND, MD
AUDREY MUIR
WEST MIFFLIN, PA 
CHAD C MULLEN
STOYSTOWN, PA
N
DORIS NEARHOOF
SHANKSVILLE, PA
RAYMOND D NEWHOUSE
FREDERICKTOWN, PA
BETH S NICHOLS
PITTSBURGH, PA 
DONALD F NICHOLSON
CONFLUENCE, PA
ERVIN F NICHOLSON
MEYERSDALE, PA 
JEFFREY D NICHOLSON
CHAMPION, PA
AGNES A NICKLOW
ROCKWOOD, PA 
NORDEX BCL & ASSOC INC
ARLINGTON, TX
ROBERT NORKITIS
MIDDLE RIVER, MD
O
ELMER H OHLER
SAINT LEONARD, MD
EDWARD A OWCAR
VERONA, PA
P
JOHN W PASTORIK
CLAIRTON, PA
ROBERT J PENFIELD
PITTSBURGH, PA 
PENNSYLVANIA WIND FARMS INC
THOMAS, WV
JAMES S PETERSEN
SOUTH PARK, PA
TERRY PETERSON
JENNERSTOWN, PA
JOHN PHILIP JR
GARRETT, PA
GARY M PHILLIPPI
ROCKWOOD, PA
VINCENT P PISCITELLO
LAKEWOOD, OH
ROY J PLETCHER
SOMERSET, PA
MABEL PLUME
YOUNGSTOWN, PA
LOUIS PLUTA
STOYSTOWN, PA 
GEORGE A POLLACK
VERNON, PA 
GREGORY J POLOGRUTO
GREENSBURG, PA
FRANK M POPOVICH
JOHNSTOWN, PA 
JENNIFER POWELL
BOSWELL, PA
VICTOR PRISBYLLA
FINLEYVILLE, PA
BESSIE PRITTS
ROCKWOOD, PA
JAMES PROVINS
LOWER BURRELL, PA
DONALD M PUTMAN
ROCKWOOD, PA 
Q
REGINA QUINN
CHARLEROI, PA 

R
JAMIE L RAVENSCROFT
MARKLEYSBURG, PA
CLARA RAYGOR
MEYERSDALE, PA 
RONALD REAM
NORTH HUNTINGDON, PA 
DAVID REED
CANANDAIGUA, NY
MAUREEN REICH
PITTSBURGH, PA
CHRIS REILLY
SMITHTON, PA
PLAYFORD RESH
CONFLUENCE, PA 
NEAL REXROTH
BERLIN, PA
JOHN E RICHARDSON
TURTLE CREEK, PA
RICHTER & SON LUMBER INC
MEYERSDALE, PA 
WILLIAM D RILEY
COLUMBIA, MD
STACEY L RINGER-HAY
MARKLETON, PA
J MICHAEL RINGLER
JENNERSTOWN, PA
FRANK J RISCHITELLI
ROCKLEDGE, FL
DONNA L ROMESBURG
CONFLUENCE, PA 
THOM ROSE
JENNERSTOWN, PA
DENNIS R ROSS
SOMERSET, PA
JODY ROSS
BRUCETON MILLS, WV
BEVERLY RUGG
GRANTSVILLE, MD
CARL RUGG
MONT ALTO, PA
RALPH RUGGIERO
BELLMAWR, NJ
JODI L RUNKLE
SOMERSET, PA 
ERICA RUPPEL
CONFLUENCE, PA
JESSELYN RUSSIAN
LOTHIAN, MD
S
STEWART F SANDER JR
ADDISON, PA 
PATRICIA E SANNER
SOMERSET, PA
BARRY L SAYLOR SR
MEYERSDALE, PA 
ANNAMAE SCHELL
MARKLEYSBURG, PA
MARK SCHMIDT
OAKDALE, PA
RICHARD A SCHMIDT
SOMERSET, PA
RONALD L SCHRAMM
PITTSBURGH, PA 
CARL E SCHROCK
SOMERSET, PA
ELINOR SCHUESSLER
MCMURRAY, PA 
LAWRENCE M SCHULTZ
MARTINSBURG, WV
TERRY SECHLER
BEDFORD, PA
S A SEMAN
N VERSAILLES, PA
JEREMY SHOCKEY
FRIEDENS, PA
MARC L SILVERMAN
BOCA RATON, FL
LORI SINES
GRANTSVILLE, MD
RICKY SISLER
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
GORDON W SLAGLE
IRWIN, PA
MICHAEL SLAYTON
GARRETT, PA 
JOHN F SLISZ
CAPE CANAVERAL, FL
ERIN D SMITH
BERLIN, PA
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GARY SMITH
SOMERSET, PA
HARRY O SMITH
FAIRHOPE, PA 
PETER W SNYDER
STOYSTOWN, PA 
LARRY J SPANO III
CONFLUENCE, PA
RODNEY SPIKER
MILLVILLE, NJ
ALLEN SPRINGER
UNIONTOWN, PA
SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION
COLUMBUS, OH
MICHELLE E STANEK
MCDONALD, PA 
STANLEY P STANEK JR
MCDONALD, PA
TERRY STAYROOK
BERLIN, PA
JACKLYNNE A STEIN
PITTSBURGH, PA
MARK E STEVANUS
ROCKWOOD, PA 
JAY R STICKLES
MILLERS, MD
PAUL STIRBIS JR
NORTH VERSAILLES, PA
BETTY STOPA
STERLING, VA
ROBERT M STOPPE
JENNERS, PA
RICKY STOUT
SOMERSET, PA
BRYAN STURGEON
SCENERY HILL, PA
FLOYD SWEENEY
MEYERSDALE, PA
TBIL PARTNERSHIP
SOMERSET, PA
T
WILLIAM THORNTON
CHESWICK, PA
MAUREEN C TOBIN
PITTSBURGH, PA
BRADLEY V TOKAR
SOMERSET, PA
MARY TULENKO
MONROVILLE, PA 
U
UNITED GUARANTY
CENTRAL CITY, PA
RANDY H UPDYKE
JOHNSTOWN, PA
ROBERT URBAN
PERRYOPOLIS, PA
REGIS URSCHLER
BELLEVUE, NE
V
JANET VANDERGRIFT
GARRETT, PA
ROBERT J VANYO
BOCA GRANDE, FL
LARRY F VAUGHN
INDIANA, PA 
EDWIN L VOGEL SR
FORT HILL, PA 
W
WQZS FM RADIO
MEYERSDALE, PA
ALMA WALKER
EAST BRADY, PA
NANCY WALKER
SOMERSET, PA
PAMELA S WALLACE
SCOTTDALE, PA
DONALD M WEIMER
CONFLUENCE, PA
LORI WEIMER
SOMERSET, PA
WHITE WATER ADVENTURES
OHIOPYLE, PA
PAUL J WILL
FAIRHOPE, PA

DONALD L WILLIAMS
PLYMOUTH, MI
KENNETH WILLIAMS
SOMERSET, PA
ROBERT WILLIAMS
MILL RUN, PA
ERIC R WILSON
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
RUSSELL C WILSON
BERLIN, PA
DARLENE B WINCK
SOMERSET, PA
KENTON G WINCK
CENTRAL CITY, PA

RICHARD A WITHUM JR
VERONA, PA
JAMES L WOLK
SOMERSET, PA 
NELLIE WOLK
SOMERSET, PA 
VALENTINE WTORKIEWICZ JR
RUFFS DALE, PA
CARL E WURM
PITTSBURGH, PA 
GARY H WYNN
WASHINGTON, PA

Y
CHARLES F YEAGER
FORT HILL, PA 
ELIZABETH A YOUNKIN
SALISBURY, PA
Z
BRUNO M ZAMBOTTI
NORTH POTOMAC, MD
ZANE’S WOOD PRODUCTS
JONES MILLS, PA
ROBERT P ZANG
MONROVILLE, PA 
SALLIE ZOERB
PITTSBURGH, PA
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